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armament estimates further caused much dissatis-
faction. For these reasons he became as offensive
in office as he had been in opposition. And the
fragility of his position had one very important
consequence. It threw him again into the arms of
the Radical group, the only section of the House
to agree with him about the panic. It is surprising
that Palmerston did not seize one of the several
occasions Gladstone offered to be quit of him.
But he had not a very strong hold on the majority;
he could rely on Gladstone, on several occasions,
to turn on the big guns ; he was immensely good-
natured, growing very old, and probably did not
want more trouble than he could help. In the
end the younger man won, though after using
methods which will strike many people as peculiar.
For he definitely appealed for the assistance of the
country to aid him in his tussle with an extrava-
gant and bellicose chief. On the whole, Palmer-
ston was very long-suffering.
** I read with much interest," he writes, " as
I came up by the Railway, your able and eloquent
speeches at Manchester. ... I cannot but regret
that you should by speeches in and out of Parlia-
ment invite an agitation to force the Government
of which you are a member to retrace steps taken
upon fall deliberation and in fulfilment of duties,
for the faithful performance of which it is respon-
sible to the crown and the nation. \Vfcen fourteen
or fifteen men are brought together to deliberate
on a course of action, it is hardly possible to take